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· Prostitution Harms Women Even if Indoors 
Melissa Farley 2005

This article describes the social invisibility of indoor prostitution, the lack of evidence suggesting that indoor prostitution is “safe,” and summarizes testimony of women who reported violence in strip club prostitution and warnings about violence from groups promoting indoor prostitution.

· Prostitution, Trafficking, and Cultural Amnesia:What We Must Not Know in Order To Keep the Business of Sexual Exploitation Running Smoothly 
Melissa Farley 2006

This article discusses and analyzes empirical data on the harms of prostitution, pornography and trafficking. This information has to be culturally, psychologically, and legally denied because to know it would interfere with the business of sexual exploitation.

· Prostitution on Demand: Legalizing the Buyers as Sexual Consumers 
Janice Raymond 2004

Research, programs, and legislation related to sex trafficking are often premised on the invisibility of the male buyer and the failure to address men’s role in buying and abusing women in prostitution. Governments, UN agencies, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and others act as if the male demand for sexual exploitation is insignificant. This article looks at the demand—its meaning, the myths that rationalize why men buy women in prostitution, qualitative information on the buyers in two studies conducted by the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW)—as well as best practices that address the gender of demand.

· 'Bad for the Body, Bad for the Heart': Prostitution Harms Women Even if Legalized or Decriminalized 
Melissa Farley 2004

With examples from a 2003 New Zealand prostitution law, this article discusses the logical inconsistencies in laws sponsoring prostitution and includes evidence for the physical, emotional, and social harms of prostitution. These harms are not decreased by legalization or decriminalization. The article addresses the confusion caused by organizations that oppose trafficking but at the same time promote prostitution as a justifiable form of labor for poor women. The failure of condom distribution/harm reduction programs to protect women in prostitution from rape, sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), and HIV is discussed. The success of such programs in obtaining funding and in promoting prostitution as sex work is also discussed.

· The Swedish Law that Prohibits the Purchase of Sexual Services: Best Practices for Prevention of Prostitution and Trafficking in Human Beings 
Gunilla Ekberg 2004

After several years of public debate initiated by the Swedish women’s movement, the Law That Prohibits the Purchase of Sexual Services came into force on January 1, 1999. The Law is the first attempt by a country to address the root cause of prostitution and trafficking in beings: the demand, the men who assume the right to purchase persons for prostitution purposes. This groundbreaking law is a cornerstone of Swedish efforts to create a contemporary, democratic society where women and girls can live lives free of all forms of male violence. In combination with public education, awareness-raising campaigns, and victim support, the Law and other legislation establish a zero tolerance policy for prostitution and trafficking in human beings.

· Trafficking for Prostitution in Italy: Possible Effects of Government Proposals for Legalization of Brothels 
Esohe Aghatise 2004

This article gives an overview of the problem of trafficking for prostitution in Italy and notes different trafficking dynamics according to countries of origin of the victims. It examines changes in trafficking patterns, various activities carried out by the Italian government and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to assist victims, the Italian legal framework used to combat trafficking, and the recent government proposal to legalize brothels. In conclusion, the article suggests strategies to combat prostitution and trafficking. The main emphasis is on the trafficking of Nigerian women and girls to Italy.

· Streets Apart 
Julie Bindel 2004

In the debate about prostitution, there are those, like the Dutch, who advocate legalising it, and those, like the Swedes, who want to get women off the streets by cracking down on customers and pimps. Julie Bindel investigates the current debate in the U.K.

· 10 Reasons for Not Legalizing Prostitution 
Janice Raymond 2003

Discussion of ways that legalized or decriminalized prostitution promotes trafficking expands both legal and illegal prostitution, and fails to promote women's health or make them any safer.

· The 1999 Swedish Law on Prostitution 
This law is a brilliant example of how a truly progressive society addresses prostitution: the law decriminalizes the prostitute but criminalizes customers, pimps, and traffickers. The Swedish government's logic is articulated in this brief article.

· Prostitution and Civil Rights - Part 1 of 2 
Catharine MacKinnon 1993

"The gap between the promise of civil rights and the real lives of prostitutes is an abyss which swallows up prostituted women." This article discusses the lack of civil rights among those prostituted, and discusses some legal remedies.

· Prostitution and Civil Rights - Part 2 of 2 
Catharine MacKinnon 1993

"The gap between the promise of civil rights and the real lives of prostitutes is an abyss which swallows up prostituted women." This article discusses the lack of civil rights among those prostituted, and discusses some legal remedies.
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What a world we live in, a male-framed world, where global economics sets in concrete a system of winners and losers--with poverty, disadvantage, and minimal choices for many as the consequence. The climate is ripe for men's sexual exploitation of women without bounds, abuse of the worst kind. Women are set up to lose in this system, and like buzzards circling around an ailing member of the herd, businessmen prey upon the globe's most disadvantaged women, entrapping them within their web of despicable sex slavery enterprises, trading women far and wide as sex chattels.

In this globalized economy, impoverished countries have been increasingly forced to accommodate multinational large-scale farming and short-lived manufacturing enterprises. This has resulted in social dislocation, escalated unemployment, and increasing poverty, impacting hardest on women. Lower statused, less educated, with limited work options, women are the most vulnerable to the systems of exploitation. They earn only a portion of the male’s meager wage, are last hired and first fired and when, as is not uncommon, men’s warring is added as a demon overlay, the cumulative effect of widowhood is devastating. Partnerless, poor women, often with dependent children, are socially abandoned. Men, quick to see an advantage, wave a carrot of economic "opportunity" in front of women's noses: male money for women's flesh, traded around the globe.

Today, this trade in women’s bodies is a global business grossing over six billion dollars annually for the traffickers, and growing fast. The UN estimates that about four million women are being trafficked as sex slaves. Some 50,000 women are brought into the US every year, predominantly from the Ukraine, Albania, the Philippines, Thailand, Mexico and Nigeria. Women from China, Malaysia, Indonesia, South Korea, Colombia and Vietnam are used in Australian brothels, legal and illegal. Traffickers sell the women into the prostitution network for $4000 - 5000 for short-term contracted work. The women are then forced to pay off the fee for their "owners" by free "servicing" of up to 500 men, in 12-plus hour shifts, seven days a week, before earning a low fee for sexual services.

This male sexual violation of women is receiving the highest sanction. The United Nations, in a 1998 report by its official labor agency, the International Labor Organization (ILO), blatantly legitimated sexual exploitation as an appropriate, key component of gross national product, calling upon governments of poorer countries to take economic advantage of "The Sex Sector": regulated, expanded, and taxed. The cost for women was conspicuously missing from the economic equation: no mention of the rapes, beatings, imprisonments, sexual abuse, servitude, illness, and the permanent destruction of millions of women's souls.

One wonders how such an insidious "meat trade," a unique feature of "first world" male ingenuity, could be tolerated in "developed," "civilized" societies. If one looks below the surface, just a tissue thickness deep, it is not difficult to see the neat male sleight of hand that keeps women in their sexually violated place. While the dirty little male business of sex trafficking is sliming the globe, the practice of males prostituting women (and children, and less frequently, other men) is presented as clean: a legitimate career choice for "sex workers." But it is obvious who benefits here, who maintains the upper hand in the power system, and in whose favor the unsavory practice of legitimized sexual abuse is weighted. Men set the parameters. Men establish the power relations. Men demand and obtain exploitative sexual "services" from women: men only have to negotiate the price.

The lack of outrage against sex slavery and the global system of prostitution is deafening. Laws are inadequate, few traffickers are investigated, and a pitiful number of convictions ensue. A mild slap on the wrist is often the harshest penalty, sending very encouraging messages to those men poised to enter the lucrative market. Traffickers are linked to sophisticated, professionally organized criminal networks worldwide, involving immigration and government officials where kickbacks are many: sexual favors, money or, at the very least, a simple strengthening of the system of male sexual exploitation of women. As lawmakers and law enforcers themselves are predominantly male, sexual exploitation practices go unrecognized as human rights violations. The problem is dismissed as harmless male business.

In a recent Australian case, Gary Glasner was charged with prostituting and falsely imprisoning 40 Thai women. Despite extensive evidence of sexual slavery, the charge of false imprisonment was dropped "on a technicality." All but two of the women were deported. The two who were left to give evidence had little knowledge of Australian legal procedure. Isolated, threatened, easily intimidated, they were no match for hard punching, legal professionals.

Meanwhile, for "Mr. Big" of the operation, the reported link to international traders boasting government and immigration connections, it is business as usual. The public yawned over newspaper reports of excessive male behavior and the deportation of anonymous, Asian prostitutes. The issue of prostitution per se also remains unchallenged: the Immigration Department filed another folder, stamped "closed." Melbourne hardly missed a beat.

But what of these women? For the millions of women, predominantly poor, often sold off by a male family member to work off a family debt, or chosen to be the family expatriate breadwinner, the experience of sex slavery is physically and psychologically debilitating. Women often lured from their home country with promises of legitimate work are sold like cattle, imprisoned, sexually violated and returned home shamed and poor, many suffering from AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases. Many go back home to die.

In foreign lands, ignorant of the law, often having little grasp of the local language, women are hardly positioned to demand their human rights. They are easily held captive under lock and key, in overcrowded rooms, denied access to passports, and forced to perform unprotected, debasing and life threatening sexual acts. When the time is right for their "owners," when short-term work visas expire or the women are judged to be past their use by date, the appropriate authorities are informed and the women are deported, often at taxpayers' expense. Lives are permanently shattered.

Let outrage roar! When will men take a good look at themselves in the mirror and act on what they see? Men have to name men as the perpetrators of this system of sexual abuse and it is men who have to stop this practice. The silence and collusion must end now.

