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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Dear friends

THANK YOU

Once again let me thank you for the honour of being the president of this organisation in spite of my health condition in the last six years. The CFT leadership know that I do not take that for granted. 

Undoubtedly many of us are hoping and praying for a miracle – that the Lord will restore me to full health. I believe with all my heart that He can do it. On the other hand, that the Lord has kept me until now is a miracle. All praise be to His wonderful name!

These days I thanked God once again for CFT. There are numerous opportunities for us to beam God’s light and truth into this dark world.

Once again, a very big thank you to the CFT leadership internationally, nationally, provincially and at the local level. A word of appreciation also to the office staff and those involved in various special actions. You will be hearing more about that in other sessions.

Dear CFT members, without mentioning names I would like you to know that some people make big sacrifices to avail themselves for CFT. May the Lord of the harvest reward them richly.

CONFERENCE THEME

The theme for this year is,

"A City on a Hill" 

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden" (Matthew 5:14)
The picture that came to my mind as I thought of the theme was that of a monastery on a hill in Wuerzburg, Germany. The lighting arrangement around the monastery is just too fantastic.

A thought that occurred to me is that is that if for some reason one night the monastery lights were switched off there would be many unhappy and depressed people in Wuerzburg. Whether people realise it or not their fascination with light is deeper than what they think. In fact what they are looking for could be summarised in one word – HOPE.

IS THERE STILL HOPE?

Dear CFT members, one of the main silent worldwide groans today is whether there is still hope.

In the fight between light and darkness on the surface it would seem as if darkness has its way. When it comes to moral issues like abortion, euthanasia and homosexuality the international trend in legislation is progressively anti-life and anti-family. Sensible people are asking themselves if there is any hope that the tide could still turn.

With marriage being redefined to accommodate gays is there hope for traditional marriage?

When divorce becomes the order of the day is there hope families?

People look at the mind-boggling HIV and AIDS figures in sub-Saharan Africa and ask themselves if there is hope for the next generation.

Ask TNT teams to share with you some of their experiences as they seek to proclaim freedom to those bound by drug abuse. Many captives out there are asking if there is hope for liberation from this slavery.


True Love Waits teams will tell you about the desperate questions they meet up with as they spread the abstinence message. There again, young people want to know if there is still hope of a pure life in this crooked generation.

Dr Peet Botha as he focuses on what the Bible says about homosexuality has to confront those who are telling gays that they are condemned to that perverse sexual lifestyle. Yet the question that lingers is whether there is hope for gays to change for the good.

Dear CFT members, we dare not forget that we have a living hope that defies whatever form of darkness there is in this world. Let us not keep the message of hope to ourselves.

“Freely, freely your have received, 

Freely, freely give.”
‘THUS SAYS THE LORD’

I believe that one of the most powerful statements that a Christian can make is, “THUS SAYS THE LORD …” God speaks to every situation in which humans may find themselves. As we submit ourselves to Him and His Word, His life fills our empty lives and that results in a powerful testimony for Him. So, my challenge to you dear CFT members is that we take the Word of God and the word of our testimony to those around us to the farthest corner of the world.

0% UNEMPLOYMENT

Here is another piece of good news. Countries are struggling with unacceptable unemployment figures. Let me assure you that in God’s cause there is 0% unemployment – that is if people are willing to work. 

Let me be more direct. In CFT there is work for each and every one of us.  If you are not sure about your role in CFT please contact me. 

PERSONAL NOTE

Allow me to conclude on a very personal note. I am physically very weak but by God’s grace the hope within me is very much alive. For me CFT’s Mission and Vision are clear. The fighting spirit in me is not handicapped by my handicap.

Caleb’s words have a special meaning for me: 

"Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old!

I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then. 

Now give me this hill country that the LORD promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, I will drive them out just as he said." (Joshua 14:10-12)
May God bless CFT!

May God bless you one and all!
